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IN THE CLAIMS: 



1 . (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method for creating an analytical a_report 
using a multidimensional data model and a database, wh e r e in a comput e r syst e m acce s s e s th e 
databas e to provid e r e turn e d values r e sponsiv e to queries sp e cifi e d in a pr e d e fin e d qu e ry languag e , 
wherein the multidimensional data model includes a plurality of dimensions organizing data as sets 
of values organized in a multidimensional cube structure, wh e r e in the method includ es a us e r 
int e rfac e e x e cuting on a comput e r s y s t e m op e rated by a human us e r, wh e rein the comput e r syst e m 
e xecuting the us e r int e rfac e includ e s a proc es sor coupl e d to a memory, wherein the proc e ssor is 
furth e r coupled to th e us e r int e rface, data mod e l, and th e databas e , the method comprising: 

presenting to the user a plurality of s e l e ctions associat e d with reporting objects and metadata 

objects ; 

accepting a user input to select at least one reporting object and one metadata object ; 
parsing the a selected reporting objects into layout information and a selected metadata object 
into data definition information; 

using the data definition information to d e duce form a deduced set of data; 
creating one or more queries based upon the deduced set of data; and 

querying a data source with the one or more queries to r e trieve secure retrieved data 
associated with the deduced set of data ; and 

presenting a report based upon the retrieved data and the layout information . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , furth e r compri s ing: 

providing the r e tri e v e d data to the user to g e nerat e th e r e port according to th e us e r's sel e ct e d 
r e porting obj e cts; and 

using th e layout information to pres e nt th e r e trieved data in a report format a s sociat e d with 
th e layout information wherein each reporting object specifies at least one presentation object 
selected from a vertical table, a horizontal table, a cross table, a graph, a section, a page header, a 
page footer, and a cross-tab . 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein accepting a_user inputs is-by includes 
dragging and dropping a_graphical representation of the a reporting object in a position relative to 
one or more other graphically represented reporting objects, where the relative positions to the oth e r 
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between g raphically represented reporting objects determines that layout information and th e data 
d e finition information . 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein accepting abuser input s is by includes 
entering instructions into a text editor. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein accepting a_user inputs further 
comprises generating a report specification, wherein the report specification includes a set of 
computer program instructions. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein the set of computer program instructions include 
XML tags. 

7. (Cancelled). 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein using the data definition information 
to d e duce the set of data form a deduced data set further comprises deducing a physical cube 
structure, wh e r e in th e physical cube s tructur e includ e s th e s e t of data . 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4- 8, wher e in further comprising creating the a 
query based upon the d e duc e d physical cube structure includ e s using RDBMS query techniques. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim + 8, wh e r e in further comprising creating the a 
query based upon the d e duc e d physical cube structure includ e s using OLAP query techniques. 

11. (Cancelled). 

12. (Cancelled). 

13. (Cancelled). 

14. (Cancelled). 
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15. (Cancelled). 

16. (New) A computer readable medium including executable instructions to: 
present to a user a plurality of reporting objects and metadata objects; 

accept a user input to select at least one reporting object and one metadata object; 
parse a selected reporting object into layout information and a selected metadata object into 
data definition information; 

use the data definition information to form a deduced set of data; 
create one or more queries based upon the deduced set of data; and 

query a data source with the one or more queries to secure retrieved data associated with the 
deduced set of data; and 

present a report based upon the retrieved data and the layout information. 

17. (New) The computer readable medium of claim 16 wherein each reporting object 
specifies at least one presentation object selected from a vertical table, a horizontal table, a cross 
table, a graph, a section, a page header, a page footer, and a cross-tab. 

18. (New) The computer readable medium of claim 16 wherein the executable instructions 
to use the data definition information include executable instructions to deduce a physical cube 
structure. 

19. (New) The computer readable medium of claim 18 further comprising executable 
instructions to create a query based upon the physical cube structure. 
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